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Have the Jews a distinctive " culture ", or should
they have one? "Culture" in this context must
mean art, literature, music, and ways of social lite.
It may also include thought as in philosophy and
science. Religion, too, is a part of culture; but in
this discussion it must be treated separately, partly
because the advocates of" Jewish culture " exclude it,
and partly because it holds too large a place of its own
in Jewish life to be included as one element with
others under a general heading of** Culture *\ More-
over, there is no question about the existence of a
Jewish religion; there is about the existence uf a
" Jewish culture *'.

That which in the arts is described as " Jewish " fa
often nothing other than Russian or Polish. In
painting and sculpture there can be nothing specifically
Jewish. Until the nineteenth century no Jews were
engaged in them. In music the position h different,
Some think they have found a specifically Jewish
music and a particular Jewish genius for music* So*
called Jewish melodies, however, often turn out on
investigation to be folk-songs of the countries in
which the Jews live* The numerical predominance
of Russian Jews has given the Russian quality In
music and the Russian feeling for music a predominant
prevalence among the Jews; so that what is Russian